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Year 12—Unit 1K: The making of a Superpower: USA, 1865-1975
Part One: From Civil War to World War, 1865-1920

The Era of Reconstruction and the Gilded Age, 1865-90: The weaknesses of Federal Government,
Johnson, Grant and the failure of Radical Reconstruction. The politics of the Gilded Age and the era
of weak president; political corruption. Social, regional and ethnic divisions; divisions within and be-
tween, North, South and West; the position of African-Americans. Economic growth and the rise of

corporations: railways; oil; developments in agriculture; urbanisation. Laissez-faire dominance and
consequences; the impact of the ending of the frontier. The limits of foreign engagement and con-
tinuation of isolationism; the continuation of the Monroe Doctrine; territorial consolidation (Alaska)
and tensions over Canada.

Populism, progressivism and imperialism, 1890-1920. Political tensions and divisions: the reac-
tion against big business at a national and state level. The ideas and influence of Bryan, Roosevelt
and Taft; Populism, Progressivism and Wilson’s New Freedom. Economic change and developments;
the rise of US dominance as an economic and industrial power and the consequences of this. Social
developments: mass immigration and urbanisation and their consequences; the position of African-
Americans. Foreign affairs: imperialism; engagement in international affairs; Spain and the Philip-
pines; the Panama Canal; the First World War, neutrality and entry. The USA by 1920: economic pow-
er; social and ethnic divisions; political reaction and renewed isolationism.
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Year 12—Unit 2D: Religious Conflict and the Church in England,
c1529—c1570

Part One: The Break with Rome, c. 1529—1547

The Church in ¢1529: The political and social role of the Church: churchmen as royal advisers; church teachings
on monarchical authority; wealth; church courts; monasteries and parish churches. Popular piety and the Church’s
spiritual role: lay religious guilds; key beliefs such as purgatory; the role of the priesthood; the importance of print-
ing; early Reformers and Humanist: the legacy of the Lollards and impact on religious belief and practice; Human-
ism in England as represented by Erasmus, More and Colet. Abuses and criticisms of the Church: the extent and
impact of simony, nepotism and absenteeism; anti-clericalism.

The break from Rome, ¢1529-1536: The King's ‘Great Matter’; Henry VIII, his religious beliefs and concern over
the succession; the position and role of Catherine of Aragon ad her national and international supporters; the roles
of Wolsey, Anne Boleyn and her supporters. The Reformation Parliament: MPs and the expression of grievances;
pressures on the Papacy; legislation leading to the establishment of Royal Supremacy. The influence of faction:
Cromwell and the management of Parliament; the supporters and opponents of change and the King's responses;
the Aragonese faction; More and Fisher; Elizabeth Barton and the Carthusian monks. The doctrinal and political
position of the Reformation by 1536: the degree of change and continuity in faith, belief and organisation of the
Church.

Change and reaction, 1536-1547. The reformist and conservative factions: aims, influence and reaction of the
King; the impact of foreign affairs on changes to the Church. The Dissolution of the Monasteries: political, religious,
social and economic causes and consequences; the Pilgrimage of Grace. Change and continuity in doctrine: litur-
gy, the Eucharist and the Bible; doctrinal disputes as reflected in the
Ten Articles and the Bishop’s Book; the King’s Book and the Six Arti-
cles. The state of the Church and belief by 1547: disagreements over
doctrine and practice; relations with France and Scotland and their
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Year 13—Unit 1K: The making of a Superpower: USA, 1865-1975

Part Two: Crises and the rise to World Power, 1920-75

Crisis of identity, 1920-45. Domestic politics: Harding, Coolidge and Republican conservatism; Hoover
and the Depression. FD Roosevelt and the New Deals: conflict of ideas over the role of the Federal Gov-
ernment. The economy: boom and bust and recovery; structural weaknesses and the impact of the New
Deals and Second World War on economic recovery. Social and cultural developments : the Jazz Age’ in
the 1920s; new social values and the role of women; the failure of Prohibition and its significance; social
impact of the Depression and the Second World War. Social, regional and ethnic divisions: countryside
verss city; divisions between North. West and South; African-Americans and the rise of the Ku Klux Klan.
The USA and international relations: the extent of isolationism; FDR and the end of isolationism and the
Second World War.

The Superpower, 1945-1975. Domestic politics: Truman, Eisenhower and post-war reconstruction.
Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon; New frontier; the Great Society; Nixon and Republican revival. Economic
change and developments: the rise of consumer society and economic boom. Ideological, social, region-
al and ethnic divisions: McCarthyism; civil rights; youth culture; protests and masss media. The USA and
international relations: the Cold War and relations with the USSR and China; the Vietnam War. The USA
by 1975: its place as a superpower; the limits of social cohesion; new cultural developments, including
the role of women and the position of African-Americans.
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Year 13—Unit 2D Religious Conflict and the Church in England, 1529 -

1570
Part Two: The Establishment of the Church of England, 1547—c.1570

A more Protestant Nation, 1547—1553: The Protestant Party and the King: the aims, beliefs and role of
Somerset and the overturning of Henry’s will; the aims, beliefs and role of Northumberland as Protector. The
development of doctrine and further reform; two prayer books; the role and beliefs of Cranmer; the dissolu-
tion of the chantries and other vestiges of Catholicism. Opposition and conformity: the western Rebellion;
Kett's Rebellion; the influence of reformers and acceptance of religious changes; the Church by 1553. The cri-
sis over the succession 155: attempts to avoid the succession the Mary; the fall of Northumberland and
Mary’s accession.

The restoration of papal authority, 1553—1558: The second Parliament and the restoration of Papal Au-
thority and Catholic doctrine; Mary as reformer; the limits of the restoration. Persecution and reform: reasons
for, extent of and repercussions of the persecution of Protestants; Mary, Pole and the attempt to reform Ca-
tholicism. Opposition and conformity: Wyatt and other opposition to changes; support for the changes and
the extent of conformity; the war with France and the loss of Calais.

The establishment of the Church of England, 1558-c1570: Religious divisions on Elizabeth’s accession:
Catholics; Protestant emigres; divisions within those who supported the restoration of a Protestant Church;
peace with France. The reestablishment of the Church of England: Elizabeth'’s religious beliefs and aims; at-
tempts to reconcile the conflicting groups; the role of the Parliament and the passing of the Acts of Suprema-
cy; uniformity and the new Book of Common Prayer. Supporters
and opponents of the Settlement: consolidation of the Settlement
through Visitations; the Vestiarian Controversy; the acquiescence of
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A*-C

55%

Pass

100%

Assessment Qutline

A Level: Two written papers, one coursework essay

Paper 1. The Making of a Superpower, 1865-1975: 2 hours 30 minutes,
80 marks, 40% of A Level. Section A (30 marks) one compulsory question
linked to historical interpretations; Section B ( 2 x 25 marks) — a choice of

two from three essays.

Paper 2. Religious conflict in England, 1529—1570: 2 hours 30 minutes,
80 marks, 40% of A Level. Section A (30 marks) one compulsory question
linked to primary sources or sources contemporary to the period; Section B

(2 x 25 marks) — a choice of two from three essays.

Coursework (Component 3): Historical Inquiry, 40 marks, 20% of A Level:

4,000—4,500 word essay.




