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 6 in GCSE English  

Head of 

Department 

Mrs Hillier 

  A Level Religious Education 

Careers and next steps 

Most universities consider RS as a rigorous academic subject and the 

London School of Economics see it as a preferred subject. The Russell 

Group of top universities has made it clear that RS A Level provides 

‘suitable preparation’ for study at their universities. You could also study 

a degree in Religious Studies, Philosophy or Theology at top universities.  

 

Assessment Outline 

Two written papers sat the end of year 2: 

Paper 1: Philosophy of religion and ethics 

• Section A: tests philosophy of religion  

• Section B: tests ethics and religion  

Paper 2: Study of Christianity and dialogues  

• Section A: the study of Christianity 

• Section B: the dialogue between religion and philosophy of religion 

• Section C: tests the dialogue between religion and ethical studies;  

 

Course Outline 

Year 12 

The focus of year 12 is on ‘Philosophy of Religion’ and ‘Ethics and Religion’: 

• Philosophy of religion covers a range of areas including, Arguments for the 

existence of God, Evil and suffering, Religious experience and miracles. 

• Ethics and religion covers ethical theories including issues of human life and 

death, issues of animal life and death, an introduction to meta ethics and Kant 
 

Year 13 

The focus of year 13 is on Christianity and issues related to both the philosophy 

of religion and ethical studies. 

• The study of Christianity will include sources of wisdom and authority, God, 

self, death and the afterlife, religion and secularization 

• The dialogue between Christianity and philosophy of religion will look at the 

key teachings and consider how far the belief is reasonable and how 

meaningful the statements of faith are, and for whom. 

• The dialogue between Christianity and ethics includes Christian responses 

to: the issues of human life and death theft and lying; marriage; 

homosexuality and transgender issues; genetic engineering.  

  

 

Why this subject? 
Religious studies A level provides an excellent foundation for a range of careers from medicine to public service to business. 

Imagine how better pre- pared a doctor or business professional is if they understand the culture, customs and thinking of the 

individual’s they are dealing with. In fact it is easier to list the careers you can’t go into following this A Level than those you 

can. However, any career where you will be in contact with the general public will be helped through the study of P.E.T.—the 

police, the media, armed services, social services, banks and financial firms , NHS—management or medical, the legal 

profession, business, politics, national and local government, civil service, education, PR, advertising and charities  

 


