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   A Level Sociology 

Why this subject? 
Sociology is the systematic study of society. It is about all types of social relationships people share with 

each other; in families, communities, school and work. Sociology is a respected discipline with a long 

academic tradition stretching back to at least the eighteenth century. Although Sociology is enjoyable to 

study it also has the potential to challenge your whole view of the social world! 

 

Assessment Outline 

Three written papers 

 Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods. 2 hour exam, 80 marks, 

33.3% of A level. Short answer questions, 10 and 30 mark extended 

writing questions. 

 Paper 2: Topics in Sociology: Families and Households and Beliefs in 

Society.2 hour exam, 80 marks, 33.3% of A level. Short answer 

questions, 10 and 20 mark extended writing questions. 

 Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods.2 hour exam, 

80 marks, 33.3% of A level. Short answer questions, 10 and 30 mark 

extended writing questions. 

  

 Careers and next steps 

One of the best things about Sociology is that it’s a subject that is very 

versitile. It has transferable skills (eg critical evaluation, discussion, 

research etc)  which will help in any sector which involves working with 

people in society. Therefore, those who study Sociology go into a wide 

variety of jobs with the more popular within healthcare,education, 

research, media. The legal system and other public service related 

occupations.  

 

Course Outline 

Year 12 

 Families and Households: Why do we have families? Do they always 

work? Are families patriarchal? Are they a ‘prop’ for capitalism? 

How has immigration effected the family types in the UK? 

 Education: Does education work? Does you class dictate how well 

you do? Does your ‘label’ effect your results? Why are girls doing 

better than boys?  

 Research Methods / Methods in Context: How do we research 

people? Are questionnaires or observations the best way to 

understand people? Can people be measured?  

 Year 13 

 Theory and Methods: What do the big theories of Marxism, 

Functionalism, Postmodernism and Feminism have to say about our 

society? 

 Beliefs in Society: Is religion in decline? Why is there a rise in 

fundamentalism? Why do people join cults? Is religion sexist? 

 Crime and Deviance : Why do people commit crime? Why does the 

media portray only certain types of crime? Do prisons work? Why did 

the Riots of 2011 happen? 
  

  

 


