A Level Geography

Transition Work

[N Y0 8 TSR

Welcome to Geography!

“The study of geography is about more than just memorising
places on a map. It is about understanding the complexities of the
world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exist across
continents. And in the end, it is about using all that knowledge to
help bridge divides and bring people together.”

Barack Obama

Welcome! It is fantastic that you are planning to take Geography A Level in
September. During the course you will explore a variety of geographical themes
that have shaped the surface of our Earth, be it in the natural world or how we as
humans interact. The great thing about A Level is that we’ll delve into issues in a
lot more detail than GCSE.

The following transition tasks are designed to put you in a great starting point
for A Level study. They hopefully will also grab your interest in terms of the

concepts we study and what is going on in the world around youl!

Tasks to complete:

Page: | Task: Complete?
N Tectonics research tasks (1.5 hours)
35 Globalisation notes and essay (1.5 hours)

Optional further reading:
6-7 | Outline three things you found out about via the links and/or your own
research! Bring them to discuss in our initial lessons. ©

Please ensure you complete and bring this work to your first Geography
lesson in September!

Mr Bouquet (Head of Geography, tpb@churchdownschool.com)



mailto:tpb@churchdownschool.com

Task 1: Tectonics research

Tectonic processes and hazards are not something covered in GCSE but it should
be a topic that you will recall from lower down the school. Please follow the
instructions below to better understand how volcanoes, earthquakes and
tsunamis pose a serious hazard in many parts of the world.

You are expected to use your initiative and organise your answers in a clear and
organised manner (titles, sub-titles, etc.). Please do not copy and paste. Record
the names of websites/resources you use (see task 5) and if you are unable to
draw and scan/photograph your diagrams, please ensure any versions you find
online are simple and clear enough to read!

1. Draw a diagram to show the structure of the Earth and the main layers.
Describe the characteristics of each layer.

2. What is a tectonic plate? What is the difference between continental and
oceanic tectonic plates?

3. Draw four diagrams to show the four main tectonic plate boundaries.
Describe and explain the processes and hazards (volcanoes? earthquakes?
tsunamis?) associated with each:

e Destructive (convergent) plate boundary
e Constructive (divergent) plate boundary

e Collision (convergent) plate boundary

e Transform (conservative) plate boundary

4. Create a case study for an earthquake or volcanic eruption of your choice
(more recent the better!). Include:
e Background and causes
e The impacts on people
e How people and authorities responded

5. List all the websites, books, etc. that you have used to find out
information. What were the strengths and weaknesses of these as sources
of information? You could make notes in a table for this.

This work should take no longer than 1.5 hours.




Task 2: Globalisation notes and essay

Globalisation is an important concept that runs through all of Human Geography
and A Level is no different. However, you are starting your A Level studies in the
years following a global pandemic as well as many other forces challenging the
ever-increasing connections across the global economy and society.

Please complete the following tasks to better understand the concept of
Globalisation (something you have covered at GCSE) and the potential impact of
Covid and other challenges.

1. Read the article ‘Globalisation: what are the causes’ on the following
pages. Ensure you understand the key terminology discussed (a glossary
is provided) and look up on any you are not sure about. (A pdf can be
emailed to you if you have any issues reading this scanned version!)
With this knowledge, answer the four questions at the end in full.

2. Watch the following YouTube video ‘Globalization Is Fracturing. So What
Comes Next?'. I suggest watching it all the way through then again to
make notes on why globalisation may be slowing/fracturing (do not
worry if you don’t understand everything!).

3. Write a 500-word (guide) essay to answer the following question:

Is globalisation slowing down?

Use your notes and answers from above to structure your essay in four

paragraphs:
¢ Introduction - what is globalisation and what has happened in
recent years?

e Main arguments - at least a paragraph each to explain why
globalisation could be slowing down (PEE) and a counter-
argument suggesting how the world is actually more connected
than ever before (PEE). Use real examples and evidence
(facts/statistics) to support both arguments.

e Conclusion - make a decision about whether you think
globalisation is slowing down or not. Quote key evidence to help
justify this.

This work should take no longer than 1.5 hours.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttaaMw8wAy0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttaaMw8wAy0

() making the grade building on the basics

Globalisation ===
What are the causes?

Globalisation is much talked about, but what does it mean, and
what drives it? Here Emma West explains the basic causes
of globalisation and provides some tips for answering exam

questions on this topic

hat is globalisation? There is no
single accepted meaning, but the
following definition from the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) is a
useful starting point:

‘The process through which an
increasingly free flow of ideas, people,
goods, services and capital leads to
the integration of economies and
societies. ’

This definition is not too long to quote in
an examination and it covers three significant
elements of globalisation:

» Itis a process: ‘something that happens'
» Itis a dynamic situation that is evolving,
» It has outcomes. These are characterised
by greater integration of places and people in
both economic and social terms.

The players in globalisation
Trade blocs

Trade blocs are groupings of countries.
Examples of such blocs are the European
Union (EU), the North American Free Trade
Area (NAFTA) and the Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN). Countries
within a bloc reach agreements which reduce
taxes, tariffs and quotas in trading between

update on trading blocs.

them. This allows much freer trade within
the blocs and deepens integration between
member states. Figure 1 shows the world's
main trading blocs.

The World Trade Organization
(WTO)

The WTO has 157 member countries. Its aim
is to reduce trade barriers within and between
trade blocs and to enforce agreed rules about
trading arrangements. Agreement about trade
between the blocs has not always been smooth
and negotiations are still going on following
the Doha Round of talks which started in
2001.

All nations wish to expand their markets
overseas, but they want to protect themselves
from competition in their own markets.
They tend to see the ‘walls’ of their trade
bloc as a way to defend themselves from
competition. This is particularly evident in
the way NAFTA and the EU restrict certain
agricultural imports, such as sugar, in order
to protect their own farmers. Despite this
protectionism, the WTO has enabled more
trade between blocs to occur and it is a key
player in determining the terms of trade and
thus enhancing globalisation.
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Figure 1 Map showing the main trading blocs



om
~

1S53 euang

isIlo uey Awouoda eqod ay) ur
paresdaur aow sadeyd awos aze Aypy
juonesijeqo|d
Suruanjyui sioey (edrdojouydar pue
[e10s urounda £jnuapt nos ue)
iuonesijeqols jo
SI2ALIP MreLOdWT 1SOUT U AIE 1Y M
juonestjeqojd auyap noi ue)
TOISSNOSIP 10F SHOTISON])

‘w1 Aepasdde
(1t sPuiwrexa ay, -areudoidde aaym
swurad asay1 Subjew woiy Aeme Ays
LUO( *,SS2UP3AUVOANUI, 201
pue ssauareme [e1dos 1aeass o1
SPed| Uay) YOIYm [aaen udiaroy ut
aseapul ue 01 pa| aaey uodsuen sie
ut siuawrdojaaap Apejrung “apen pue
puewap [eqojd nenwins o1 sdjay
(2a0qe pauonuaus Apease se) yrym
SPo08 RWNSUO) 10§ PUBUIAP ¥ $IIE21D
U STy | “SaW0dUI Afqesodsip pasies ut
NSa1 Ue SIY L, "sqof Jo UoNEAID 341 St SUONEO|
#au ut unsaaut SN Jo spedwir ay) jo auo
ydwexa 10 1t dojaaap o1 anunuod ey
SIODEJ Ay} WO 1P Ul UED onesifeqo|s
Jo spedust a1 Y1 w1 moys 01 adods
[nj12puoM ST 2131 uonesi[eqold jo ased A
UI 13A2MO "SaSNE) JO Meaisul seduwt inoqe
1M 01 Ased st — £jjnganed suonsanb ay1 m
SPIOM PUBWILIOD 3] P2 O [LIUISSS St 1|
“xapdwod st ss2201d 2y 1ey) puersapun
nof ey Bursoys ‘sadejd WA ur 10wy
W2a32441p 241 jo duenodun Surdiea 3y vo
W2UIWOd 0} eapi poof e st 1] “SUONIUU
1eqof8 jo SuruagiBua) pue Suruaddap, moppe
01 JUIQUIOD SDULISWNID [ediSojourdal pue
AMWouo33 [njramod Jo Xt e ey Jjasu
4q asned e sy 301085 3(8urs ou ey astugodas
01 Jueriodun os[e St 1 “JI2AIMOH “AmdAnS
B SE pasn 3q pInod yitym uonestjeqo(d
JO Sasne> DUNSIP [B12A3S PIUIINO sey
uurnfod sty | ‘ssadoxd ayy duangjur Ly
Moy arensnjjt 01 sajdwexa asn pue sioey

re - uewsg o1 xpeq
Bunioysas, ase sauedwod Aym, apnse Hgg

1SMANY

|
i

AN IBUIUQ SIWOU0] WOl $30(q
Buipes noge uoeussopul jo Arewwns v

Mo cuoneziuebiQ apes) ppop ayL

Burpeaz zaypang

0

Jjo J3ues paduejeq e jnuap o1 Qe aq M
S13MSUE POOY) "patiea e uonesiieqos jo
SI2AUP Y1 1eY) puelsiapun o1 wenodun sy
ndo;

ST wo stemswe nrexs Sunipm

‘uonesdaut

1212218 110ddns YPIYAM Jo [[B ‘armeian) pue
Jisnw ‘wiy y3noly saduRNYUIL [ermnd jo
a8ues Suiseanu 1343 ue 0 pasodxa osje are
a4 “saded Jo 38ues 1apim W e wouy pue
Apuanbay 4erpowwr atow U243 Noqe
UONEBULIOJUT 3A12021 ued am diodsman pue
D44 241 se (pns suone1odiod epaws H8ref ey
SUBIW UONEUNWWO) [endi(] 1ajjews
waas ppom a1 apew seqy £8ojourpal
suonedunwwod jo ywawdopaaqg
2ipaw Yy

“Buisu uaaq aaey sawodut Jpqesodsip
213yMm BUIYD pUT [IZBIG Ul asoy)
|di 10§ ‘381wWa s ]
Mau ‘Y1mo18 dIwouod’d Nuauadxa
SILIWNOD JAL10 S€ INq ‘spood 12wnsuod
10§ S13IRUI 210D Y} UTRWS §HIH
‘uonestjedold se umouy ssoid
e 'SID{IBUS (BDO] 11y O} SPURI( 1Y)
wdepe osqe saiveduwon g ‘ejo) w107
‘82 'pjos st 1npoid 1AM dules
241 1day 218 spuRIq AWOS PlIOM Y1
punoze siqestu8odas Apueisul aze £
1ey: os Ainuapr puraq 113y Surdoaaap
ur f3uow jo sums wedtyudis 1sau;
satueduio)) “uonesijeqord jo adse
2[qustA Ay v st spueiq (eqofs Jo asus

3y 001 WY Ul PjOs puE padjew e £
nq ‘saununod Auvw ur panpeynuew Ajuo
10U 21 SPNPO1J “UoNEsI[eqols 01 pAnqINUod
Sy PHOM 3Y) PUNOIE PUBTIAP IIWNSUOD JO
Yimord a1 pue 1aprew e paau snpoad [jy

SIBWINSUOD

“Aueisip Bunjunys, 13yJa us ‘sawn SurpRaen
padnpai pue Aipeded paseaidur aaey yeone
J2i58) pue 1adre ‘uonesijeqo|d paueyua
os[e ARy [2aen J1e Ul syuawdojaaaq
“3A1ID3JJ2 1S02 PUE WU 10T 1f IpLW
sey ssadxosd 2y Jo uonesiueydIW Y pue
patised aq ued sa081ed 1a8re Aqesapisuod

Surddys Jo 1500 3y1 padnpas sey 'sQ96T A
ut dO2AIP 01 PALIRIS YIIYM ‘UOTIESLIAUTRIUOD)
“SIUILIN0D (00’6 1340 JO speo| A13ed Apunnas
sdrys 1nq ‘>durexa awanxa ue st sy
"SIUITIUOD PIEpUEIS
pZT'61 Jo Lideded e sey pue uo| w 96¢
ST AP3S0 DSW YL N 41 01 eUly) wolj
pajtes diys saureiuod 1sadie] s ppom 21 S10Z
Asenuef uj A8ojourpn wt siuswdopadp o1 np
wmuawour paured sey uonestjeqo| ‘001 aIaH
-aveid 01 aepd wioyy parsodsuen Ajredisdyd aq
[[ns 1snur snpoxd paysiuij pue siuauoduwiod
‘speutew mes ing 2qoj8 a3 punore Afjenuta,
mo[) ued L3uow pue uvoneurojuj

‘PHOM Y1
punore Apueisur asouw ued Lauous pue
UOIBILIOJUT SB PAONP3) 3 01 DURISIP
[easdyd Jo uonduy, ay) pamoje sey 1
1adeayd pue
210W JIISEJ JO SNJAUIQ PARIIOSSE Y
11E Yum swasds auoyd ajiqow pue
12uIul Y jo Pmois 1 pajqeud
suonediunwwod >ndo-aiqy pue
Apjares jo wawdojaadp Y], Tenuassa
SI uoneWIojUl JO WONEIIUNWWOD
2A1133)j2 ‘suonedo] parudwser) ul
aesado oy $assauisng I10j 13p1o uj

ABojourpa)

“SUONE:

snun fednijod
128uons woly pue sONJL wolj yioq
‘s2210§ [nj1amod ajour Aq UIPPLIIAAC 2q
saumawos ued Ay pue Suons sfempe
10U st satnunod 1a500d jo uoinsod
Suneno8au ay1 138amoH SONL O
S12d3221e8, Ju21X2 2wos 0) e 0s pue
(1a4d) waunsaaur 1>a11p udR10j jo
2d£1 pue armieu ay3 01 apmine 1Y)
ur L1ea 42y, ‘Buruueid [euorSar pue
‘uonexe] ‘sajes 8em e YINS SI01B) 1IA0

)
~

“sa1Qunod Auew ui suonesado yum Auedwod
v (ONL) uvonesodiod jeuoneusuesy
WAyl UIBMIG |
apex 0] sJ3ueq INPAI 01 SANUNOD JO |
suoibas u2amiaq Juawaaibe uy dojq apesy |
“Jawwsanob ay Aq paiad) ‘anuanas |
21e1s 0) vonnquiuod Alosindwod v xey
“SIBWNSUOD
0} ansuadxa asow way bunjew “sway
paysodwi jo dud 2y aseanu A3y} se ‘apen
1DU1S3) 0] Pasn aje spjue] “SIIAIIS pue
spoob pajsodw! uo pasodwi xe1 v jjuel
“paloysyo Ajeutbuo asem A3y wiym
WO UONEdO| Y} 0] YDBY SAIAJIS pue

I pa ibung Bunioy
“pouad 3wn 135 e uiyiim papodxa Jo
pauodwi 3q ued ey duelsqns Jo 1nposd
Jejnoused e jo finuenb pauwi) v e3ond
"Se9513A0 Uayo “sayddns apisINo ue woly
S3JIA135 Jo spoob buikng Buninosing
“ppom 3y punose Aanod
onpas pue “mosb dwouoda 3jqeureisns
pue wawkojdwa ybiy arowoud ‘apen
1 ajeyjoey ‘Aupqers [epueuy

Duanjur ey ospe £y, sdiy
Surpen w0y 01 HUIWILIAA0S 12410 M
jiom siwauIuIdA08 ‘pauonuaw Apeasje sy

SIUBLILLIDAOD

nejas

“shor Aquioyy st adurexa
uy NN 24 01 yoeq Aedopa1 01 Suruers e
‘BUIYD) 01 UAYO ‘SeS1aA0 uondnpard paaout
pey ey saruedwod :pafrowa sey puan
Surioysas e awn dwes Y1 1y Spue|pLiy
1S90 23 Ut anud 43ojouydar SuuauiBua
UE PIYSIQRISI OS[E SBY PUE SIAINO [EDNUN]
PUE [221S SNORUINY puE ‘puriq B3 LPAL, Y1
‘12a0Y pueT] 1ende( sumo e1e] DN UeRIpU|
a1 N 3y u ‘apdwexs 104 “yoeas [eqojs
119y aseaidut 01 pue ‘seonb pue sjyuer
ploae 01 13p10 ui s30|q Suipen apisut
SIA[SWIY1 s sdruedwiod se suoneu
2wodut-13y81y Ot SANUNOD JWOIUL
-I2MO] WI01J SMO}} OS[e JUIUNSIAU]
‘SaApswIAY)
ystiqeis2 o1 satuedwod afeinodua 01
siuawuIA08 Aq pasajjo saanuadul jo
38ues pue vonejnSas Swuued Jo j2a3)
‘PUE[ JO 1502 3} JpNPUI SUOHRIIPISUOD
120 "aso[eSuey se yons suonedo|
01 suondUNy D10 yoeq, Buinosino
SON.L Ul [BDNID U23q JARY SIO01R) 353Y |,
“Anunod ay ut peid Ausiaalun’jo

24m3s ‘vonesadood Aierauow jeqoib sasoy |
01 51 uoISsIW $)| *DQ ‘uolBuiysem wI DH |

S) YUMm S1Qunod gg| Jo uoneziuebio uy
(3w1) puny A1ey3uoyy jeuoneusayul |
"ajdwexa sejndod e si s pjeuo@W “Ainuap:
feuibuo nau jo bunpawos Suiueras jjus
nq 13)sew |edo| e Joj pardepe buiq |
spueiq [eqojb jo ssacoid 3y uonesieroln
“Ansnput

H Buumdejnuew s ppom ayl jo uonedo|
{ |eaydesboab buibueyd ays iys |eqo|s
"sassauIsng Jaylo u |

sayels buipnpui ‘siasse 3jqibuey buuinboe |
10 suonesado Buiysijqeisa sanjoaul 1

uelp sayes saiuedwod Aq

J3yloue olul AUNo) JUO WO JUSWS3AU)
(1a4) 3udunsanut 1>3.1p ublaioy

JO J2A3] SB YONS ‘Inoqe| jJO UONEIO| Y1 Ul
P3AJOAUI SIO1DE] IGO0 B ! “LRAIMOH
(eisy
1SBIYINOS U1 £|GRI0U) SILIUNOD WOIUI-TIMO|
Sp1eMmOl (SD]H) saLnunod awodul-ysiy wouy
Aeme Ananoe Suunpejnueut Jo 31ys jeqo|s

100d a8se| e 51 212 pue eipuj ut ujods
Ajapm st ysiSug ajdwexa 10 “DuepRq
1212218 s1amsue uoneurwexa 1ok
218 01 “vonesijeqold mogqe suonsanb
SULIIMSUE UIYM [[aM SE ISU]) 1APISUOD
PINOYS NOL "UONIESILIOIUN JO S[3AI]
pue sinoy Suo| yiom o1 ssauSurjjim
‘A3uaniyya ‘adsoppiom ayy ut

B ul payy sey ssadaud siy |, ‘suny [0} 0)
Suunpeynuew Suninosino 4q 10 ‘saLnuncd
353y} Ul SLI01DeJ UMO 113y Supfing q Jayna
“aA1suadxa $$3| ST INOQE]| 2IYM SILIIUNOD UL
Suumoeynuew Sunedo) Aq umop sisod daay
01 A1 4ay |, ‘uoniesijeqoy8 jo sIaALP urew ay
JO 2uo 21® pue satnuNod Luew ut suonesado
aaey ajddy pue ayiN se yons satuedwo)

(sDNL) suoneiodiod jpucneusue}



The Geoqgraphy A Level course and further reading/links

We study the Edexcel A Level specification, which can be found here:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications /edexcel-a-
levels/geography-2016.html

S I
The text book we primarily use during Year 12 ?Z:—zi\:izfﬁ) N Ny
is ‘Edexcel AS/A Level Geography: Book 1’, Edgxcel A3/4 Jeyel

published by Pearson (ISBN 978- ﬂ GEOgI‘aph

y
1292139623). It can be easily purchased
online (and 2nd hand!) from various websites,
but please let me know if this is an issue.

There is a second textbook we use for the Year
13 topics along with some excellent revision
guides/resources that can be discussed and
purchased later.

The physical and human topics we cover are:

Tectonic Processes and Hazards Globalisation

Coastal Landscapes and Change Regenerating Places

The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity | Superpowers

The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security | Health, Human Rights and
Intervention

Current affairs and the news are full of Geography day in day out. What we study
will change constantly so we always recommend students to follow/subscribe to
news outlets such as the BBC or the Guardian which have specific sections on the
environment, etc. In addition, there is an abundance of films, books,
documentaries, social media handles, websites, YouTube channels, dramas and
some incredible immersive online experiences that will help you to explore the
world of Geography.

Browse the links below...

Story maps, online GIS that helps you to explore a variety of topics and issues:
https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/products/arcgis-storymaps/stories/

Online tours of famous landmarks:
https://artsandculture.google.com/project/street-view

‘Time for Geography’: https://timeforgeography.co.uk/

GEO - Geography Education Online: https://geographyeducationonline.org/

Can’t go wrong with the articles and images in National Geographic:
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/

The New Internationalist, looking at global and social issues: https://newint.org/



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/products/arcgis-storymaps/stories/
https://artsandculture.google.com/project/street-view
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/
https://geographyeducationonline.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://newint.org/

NASA’s Earth Observatory: https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/

Everything weather and climate related: https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/

Discover more about geology and the world below our feet at the British
Geological Survey (BGS) website https://www.bgs.ac.uk/ and in particular their
‘Geology of Britain viewer”:
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html

Want to learn more? Info about Geography at university and also A Level
recommended reading/books according to topic (scroll down for
human/physical reading lists): https: //www.geography.org.uk/Student-
guidance. You can also become a member.

You can also learn more about the world, expeditions and a host of opportunities
for young people at the Royal Geographical Society: https://www.rgs.org/. You
can also become a member.

Maps, glorious maps can be explored in a variety of ways; obviously Google Maps
and Google Earth we use day in day out but here are some other useful sites:

e We are subscribed to Digimaps for Schools and you can log on at
https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk using the username GL32RB and
password rooped0311

e Similarly this is free to explore the UK also:
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/

Still want more?! This is a specific link to how you can prepare further for A
Level Geography - https://www.geography.org.uk/Preparing-for-A-level-

geography



https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/
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