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Introduction

During your A Level studies you will be exploring new time periods, topics and themes in
both breadth (Unit 1) and depth (Unit 2).

The three units you will be studying over your two-year A Level course are:

e Unit 1K: USA: The Making of a Superpower, 1865-1975 (Mrs Whiting)

e Unit 2D: Religious Conflict and the Church in England, c.1529-c. 1570 (Mrs Horton)

e Unit 3: Coursework — An independent historical investigation into protest in the 19t
and early 20" century. A 4,500-word essay which is researched and written in Year
13.

The exam board we study A Level History with is AQA.

The specification can be found using this link:

https://filestore.aga.org.uk/resources/history/specifications/AQA-7041-7042-SP-2015.PDF

The textbook we use for the Tudor course is from Oxford University Press (OUP):

Oxford AQAS) - . .
AQA History Religious Conflict and the Church in
Religious Conflict and England, ¢c1529-c1570

l::EVEL the Church in England
s || €1529-€1570
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ISBN: 978-0-19-835471-0

Price: £26.99

You will be given a textbook for your Tudors course. However, if you want to write in it, you
will need to buy your own!

We are likely to use a variety of textbooks for the Unit 1, USA course.

PLEASE COMPLETE EITHER RESEARCH ACTIVITY 1 (USA) OR
RESEARCH ACTIVITY 2 (TUDORS).



https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/history/specifications/AQA-7041-7042-SP-2015.PDF

Year 11 to Year 12 Transition Tasks

Unit 1H: The making of a Superpower: USA, 1865-1975

Exam board: (AQA)

Research activity 1

Read the following pages from an A Level textbook for Unit 1K. This section is
entitled: Ideological, social regional and ethnic divisions: Progress in civil rights
under Martin Luther King.

Apply

e Make notes under these headings:
- Evidence on the achievements of Martin Luther King
- Evidence on the shortcomings of Martin Luther’s King’s work
- Complete a table like the one below with this information to show you
understand the achievements of Martin Luther King and the ways in
which his achievements have been exaggerated (shortcomings).

Achievements Shortcomings

Analysis

Using your notes and the completed table, write a short essay to answer the
following question: ‘To what extent has the role of Martin Luther King in
achieving civil rights for African Americans in the years 1960-68 been
exaggerated?

Task submission
e Completed notes and table
e 500-word essay

Check




Reading material for Research Activity Unit 1K: The making of a Superpower: USA,
1865-1975

3 ldeological, social, regional
and ethnic divisions

The campaign for civil rights for African Americans dominated the 1960s,
although the peaceful methods advocated by Martin Luther King were
challenged by Malcolm X and the Black Power Movement.

&

Progress in civil rights under Martin
Luther King

To what extent has the role of Martin Luther King in achieving civil rights
for African Americans in the years 1960-68 been exaggerated?

The 1960s saw tremendous gains for African Americans. Martin Luther King
worked hard and effectively to end segregation and gain civil rights for African
Americans in the South. His profile was raised by a number of marches that gained
worldwide publicity. However, some historians have questioned the importance &
the role of King in bringing about civil rights legislation in the 1960s.

Progress in the early 1960s

The profile of the civil rights movement had been raised by events such as
Montgomery and Little Rock (see pages 234—6) and was raised even further &
sit-ins and the freedom riders.

In 1960, some students in Greensboro, North Carolina, used a sit-in to protes:
against an all-white café. King supported them. By August 1961, the sit-ins hac
attracted over 70,000 participants and resulted in over 3,000 arrests.

This direct action led activists to challenge the deep-rooted racism in the Souss
even further in what became known as the ‘freedom rides’. The Supreme Couss
decided in December 1960 that all bus stations and terminals that served
interstate travellers should be integrated. The Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE) wanted to test the decision by employing the tactic of the freedom rce
The freedom riders were civil rights activists who rode interstate buses into 5
Southern states where segregation laws were still in operation. These freedom
rides began in Washington DC in May 1961 and continued throughout the
summer of 1961, with over 300 of the riders being imprisoned. On 22
September, the Interstate Commerce Commission issued a regulation that
ended racial segregation in bus terminals.

King's leadership

By 1963, King had become the leading figure in the civil rights movement (se
page 237). He aimed to end segregation and to gain political equality for Africes
Americans in the South. His methods were not particularly original, being wess
similar to Gandhi’s in India and those advocated by previous black leaders sucs
as Booker T. Washington (see page 88). King wanted African Americans to helip
themselves through peaceful methods such as marches and boycotts, to avoid

the unnecessary alienation of white Americans.

Peace marches

When the Student Non-Violent Co-ordinating Committee (SNCC) mobilisec
students in Albany, Georgia, to protest against segregation, King went along

to lead the march and was arrested. He used marches to draw attention to
segregation but also to get himself arrested. Arrests such as this put a spotlighs
on the civil rights cause, providing national and international publicity.




Such methods were again employed in Birmingham, Alabama, in May 1963
where King led a march knowing that the racist police chief, Bull O’Connor,
would act violently. O’Connor allowed his men to set dogs on the protestors and
he then called in the fire department to use powerful hoses. Connor arrested
2,000 demonstrators as well as almost 1,300 children. Television witnessed the
events, which were seen not only across the USA but also all over the world. This
gave King all the publicity he wanted as it showed the violence of the authorities
in the face of peaceful demonstrations. At this stage, President Kennedy became
involved and it was agreed that desegregation would take place within 90 days.

After Birmingham, the civil rights groups wanted to maintain their high profile
by organising a march on Washington. The march, which took place on 28
August 1963, began as a call for jobs and freedom, but it broadened to cover
the aims of the whole of the civil rights movement. People came from all over
America with as many as 250,000 taking part. King was the final speaker of
the day and made his famous ‘I have a dream speech’. The march was televised
across the USA and did much for the civil rights movement. After the march,
King and other leaders met to discuss civil rights legislation with President
Kennedy, who confirmed his commitment to the cause.

President Johnson pushed Kennedy’s Civil Rights Bill through Congress and it
became law in 1964 (see page 244). However, it did not guarantee African
Americans the vote. King decided, in 1965, to hold another march from Selma,
Alabama, to Birmingham, to present a petition demanding voting rights.
However, the marchers were attacked by police and state troopers on what
became known as ‘Bloody Sunday’. This encouraged President Johnson to
introduce the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (see page 244).
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The Southern Christian
Leadership Conference
(SCLC)

.

¢ This was set up in 1957, just after
¢ the Montgomery bus boycott

i had ended. Its main aim was to

i advance the cause of civil rights

¢ but by non-violent methods.

¢ Martin Luther King helped to

i establish the SCLC and was its

: president from when it was set

¢ up until his assassination in 1968.
: The SCLC played a major role in
i the freedom marches of 1963 and
: the Voting Rights campaign, as
well as the Selma marches.
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V¥ A photograph taken during the
Birmingham civil rights march of
1963. It shows the fire department
using powerful fire hoses against the
marchers.




.....................................................

i The Student Non-violent

i Co-ordinating Committee was

: founded at Shaw University in

: Raleigh, North Carolina, in April
: 1960. Its first chairman was

: Nashville college student and

i political activist Martin Berry.

i In 1961, the group expanded its

i focus to support local efforts

: in voter registration as well as

desegregation of public facilities.
i It played a major role in events in §
: the early 1960s - sit-ins, freedom

i rides, the March on Washington
i and the Voter Registration
i campaign.

.....................................................

KEY DATES: MARTIN
LUTHER KING

1960 First sit-in in Greensboro.

1963 Birmingham and Washington
marches.
1965 Selma march.

1968 The assassination of Martin
Luther King.

.........................

................................

i To what extent is Source C a
i valid interpretation of the
i achievements of King?

Achievements

On 4 April 1968, the day after giving a speech in Memphis in support of
black refuse workers who were striking for equal treatment with their white
co-workers, King was assassinated by a white racist, James Earl Ray.

The methods used by King were often very successful. However, has his role been
exaggerated? Historians such as Kevern Verney have questioned the ‘King-centric
“approach — the overemphasis on the role of King to the civil rights movement of
the 1960s — believing that it has underestimated the role of other individuals such
as Philip Randolph and presidents Kennedy and Johnson, as well as the work of
activists in organisations such as the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), see page 234, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE),
see page 260, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and the
Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC).

® King was not directly involved in the sit-ins and freedom rides of the early
1960s. Indeed, it was the SNCC that mobilised the sit-ins. CORE, the SNCC
and the NAACP worked together on the freedom rides. The Albany campaigs
of 1961-62 did not achieve anything for African Americans in Albany in the
short term.

® Other activists played a key role, for example, female campaigners such as
Gloria Richardson who, in 1962, set up the Cambridge Non-violent Action
Committee in Cambridge, Maryland. This was the first adult-led affiliate of
SNCC, and Richardson became its official spokesperson. It began with black
Cambridge residents sitting in at segregated movie theatres, bowling alleys and
restaurants, but the movement evolved into a struggle for the economic rights
of Cambridge citizens, many of whom were burdened with low wages and
unemployment. In addition, Fannie Lou Hamer was an American voting rights
activist and civil rights leader. She was instrumental in organising Mississipps
Freedom Summer for the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee.

® The civil rights marches of 1963 helped to bring about important civil rights
legislation. The Birmingham march of 1963 did not lead to desegregation.
However, it did much to persuade Kennedy to introduce civil rights
legislation in Congress. The Washington march of the same year was an
important reason for the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

® The Voting Rights campaign and Selma marches were also important in
encouraging the Voting Rights Act of 1965, after which there was a great rise
in the number of African Americans voting in the South.

® During the years 1965-68 King remained in the forefront of the civil rights
movement, focusing his attention on economic and social improvements
for African Americans. In 1966, he focused his efforts on helping African
Americans in the North by means of a major campaign in Chicago and, in
1968, he became involved in the Poor People’s Campaign. However, in his
1967 book Where Do We Go From Here?, he admitted that this campaign s
isn’'t working. People aren’t responding’.

Source C An extract from Access to History: Civil Rights in the USA 1945-48 &%
Vivienne Sanders, (Hodder Education), 2008, p.106.

........................................................................................................... ———

The extent of King's contribution has always been controversial: Ella Barkes
insisted, ‘the movement made Martin rather than Martin making the
movement’. Although we have seen that King was frequently led rather thas
leading, his actions and involvement always gained national attention and
sometimes provided the vital impetus for reform. His organisational skills
were limited, but his ability to inspire others was peerless. Although his
tactics and strategy were sometimes unsuccessful (and unappealing), the

problems blacks faced were long-standing and enormous. He was a relatisis

moderate leader who made a massive contribution to the black cause.




Unit 2D: Religious conflict and the Church in England, c.1529 — ¢.1570

Exam board: (AQA)

Research activity 2

Read the following pages from the A Level textbook for Unit 2D - Introduction

Apply

e Make notes under these headings:

- The Monarchy - New religious ideas
- The Nobility - England and Europe
- The Church - The state of the Church by 1529

e Complete a table like the one below with this information to show you
understand the strengths and weaknesses of the Catholic Church by 1529.
Aim for at least 5 points for each.

Strengths Weaknesses

Analysis

Using your notes and the completed table, write a short essay to answer the
following question: ‘The Catholic Church by 1529 was lively and powerful’. How
far do you agree with this interpretation?

Task submission

e Completed notes and table
e 500-word essay

Check




Reading material for Research Activity 2

Unit 2D: Introduction to Religious conflict and the Church in England, c.1529-70

KEY TERMS

¥ .

KEY TERM
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t. As a result of the pressure which had been brought by Henry Il in the

dfth century, the control of the Pope over England was somewhat less than in
. n countries. Nevertheless, the Catholic Church was very powerful:
he Church collected taxes which were sent to Rome.

" The law of the Church (canon law) was decided by the Pope and cardinals
in Rome.

« Church courts, which offered the ultimate right of appeal to Rome,
operated in England to try religious matters.

« Abbots and bishops sat in the House of Lords with a right to determin,
secular legislation.

+ Churchmen wielded great power and influence as church advisers,

The power of the Church was present throughout England. Each settlemen:

had its own priest and parish church. These had considerable local authorit:

and were the recipients of tithes paid by all the community. In most areas

there would have been an abbey, monastery or priory from where monks,
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serious unrest, particularly in areas distant from London.
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If you would like to deepen your knowledge and understanding of the topics
we study at A Level, look at the list below:
e Historical TV shows and films

https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/best-historical-tv-shows-films-stream-right-now-uk-
what-to-watch-netflix-amazon-prime-now-tv-us-america-period-dramas/

e Online videos/courses:
Documentaries:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL ZhAiPE9mMRS3fJOp6rGG6247GPEfig2W

Future learn course on the Tudors

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/the-tudors

e Podcasts:

BBC Four - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01dh5yg/episodes/downloads

o X (Twitter)
@HistoryExtra

@HardcoreHistory

@hack history

e General history

To improve your understanding of as many different periods of history as you can, you
could read one of the following books:

The Silk Roads by Peter Frankopan (more difficult)
A Short History of the World by E.H.Gombrich (more straightforward)



https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/best-historical-tv-shows-films-stream-right-now-uk-what-to-watch-netflix-amazon-prime-now-tv-us-america-period-dramas/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/best-historical-tv-shows-films-stream-right-now-uk-what-to-watch-netflix-amazon-prime-now-tv-us-america-period-dramas/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_ZhAiPE9mRS3fJOp6rGG6247GPEfiq2W
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/the-tudors
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01dh5yg/episodes/downloads
https://twitter.com/HistoryExtra
https://twitter.com/HardcoreHistory
https://twitter.com/hack_history

Task submission

Please hand your completed essay to us during your first lesson back in September. Your
essays may be typed or handwritten and should be a maximum of 500 words long.

e USA: The making of a Superpower essay (Activity 1)

maw@churchdownschool.com

e Religious conflict and the Church in England essay (Activity 2)

seh@churchdownschool.com
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