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Introduction 
During your A Level studies you will be exploring new time periods, topics and themes in 

both breadth (Unit 1) and depth (Unit 2).  

The three units you will be studying over your two-year A Level course are: 

• Unit 1K: USA: The Making of a Superpower, 1865-1975 (Mrs Whiting) 

• Unit 2D: Religious Conflict and the Church in England, c.1529-c. 1570 (Mrs Horton) 

• Unit 3: Coursework – An independent historical investigation into protest in the 19th 

and early 20th century. A 4,500-word essay which is researched and written in Year 

13. 

The exam board we study A Level History with is AQA. 

 

The specification can be found using this link: 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/history/specifications/AQA-7041-7042-SP-2015.PDF 

 

The textbook we use for the Tudor course is from Oxford University Press (OUP): 

        

You will be given a textbook for your Tudors course. However, if you want to write in it, you 

will need to buy your own! 

We are likely to use a variety of textbooks for the Unit 1, USA course.  

 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE EITHER RESEARCH ACTIVITY 1 (USA) OR 

RESEARCH ACTIVITY 2 (TUDORS). 
 

Religious Conflict and the Church in 

England, c1529-c1570 

ISBN: 978-0-19-835471-0 

Price: £26.99 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/history/specifications/AQA-7041-7042-SP-2015.PDF


 

Year 11 to Year 12 Transition Tasks 

Unit 1H: The making of a Superpower: USA, 1865-1975  

Exam board: (AQA) 

Research activity 1 
 

Check 

 
Read the following pages from an A Level textbook for Unit 1K. This section is 
entitled: Ideological, social regional and ethnic divisions: Progress in civil rights 
under Martin Luther King. 
 

 

 
Apply 
 

 

• Make notes under these headings: 
- Evidence on the achievements of Martin Luther King 
- Evidence on the shortcomings of Martin Luther’s King’s work 
- Complete a table like the one below with this information to show you 

understand the achievements of Martin Luther King and the ways in 
which his achievements have been exaggerated (shortcomings).  

 

Achievements Shortcomings 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Analysis 
 

 

 
Using your notes and the completed table, write a short essay to answer the 
following question: ‘To what extent has the role of Martin Luther King in 
achieving civil rights for African Americans in the years 1960-68 been 
exaggerated? 
 

 

 
Task submission 

 

• Completed notes and table 

• 500-word essay 

 

  



 

Reading material for Research Activity Unit 1K: The making of a Superpower: USA, 

1865-1975 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Unit 2D: Religious conflict and the Church in England, c.1529 – c.1570 

Exam board: (AQA) 

Research activity 2 
 

Check 

 
Read the following pages from the A Level textbook for Unit 2D - Introduction 
 

 

 
Apply 
 

 

• Make notes under these headings: 
- The Monarchy            - New religious ideas 
- The Nobility                - England and Europe 
- The Church                 - The state of the Church by 1529 

• Complete a table like the one below with this information to show you 
understand the strengths and weaknesses of the Catholic Church by 1529.  
Aim for at least 5 points for each.  
 

Strengths Weaknesses 
  

  
  

 

 

 
Analysis 
 

 

 
Using your notes and the completed table, write a short essay to answer the 
following question: ‘The Catholic Church by 1529 was lively and powerful’. How 
far do you agree with this interpretation? 
 

 

 
Task submission 
 

 

• Completed notes and table 

• 500-word essay                      
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reading material for Research Activity 2 

Unit 2D: Introduction to Religious conflict and the Church in England, c.1529-70 

                    

                 

 

  



 

   

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

  



 

    

 

  



 

If you would like to deepen your knowledge and understanding of the topics 

we study at A Level, look at the list below: 

• Historical TV shows and films 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/best-historical-tv-shows-films-stream-right-now-uk-

what-to-watch-netflix-amazon-prime-now-tv-us-america-period-dramas/ 

 

• Online videos/courses: 

Documentaries: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_ZhAiPE9mRS3fJOp6rGG6247GPEfiq2W 

Future learn course on the Tudors 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/the-tudors 

 

• Podcasts: 

BBC Four  -    https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01dh5yg/episodes/downloads 

 

• X (Twitter) 

@HistoryExtra 

@HardcoreHistory 

@hack_history 

 

• General history 

To improve your understanding of as many different periods of history as you can, you 

could read one of the following books: 

The Silk Roads by Peter Frankopan (more difficult) 

A Short History of the World by E.H.Gombrich (more straightforward) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/best-historical-tv-shows-films-stream-right-now-uk-what-to-watch-netflix-amazon-prime-now-tv-us-america-period-dramas/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/best-historical-tv-shows-films-stream-right-now-uk-what-to-watch-netflix-amazon-prime-now-tv-us-america-period-dramas/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_ZhAiPE9mRS3fJOp6rGG6247GPEfiq2W
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/the-tudors
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01dh5yg/episodes/downloads
https://twitter.com/HistoryExtra
https://twitter.com/HardcoreHistory
https://twitter.com/hack_history


 

Task submission 

Please hand your completed essay to us during your first lesson back in September. Your 

essays may be typed or handwritten and should be a maximum of 500 words long. 

 

• USA: The making of a Superpower essay (Activity 1) 

maw@churchdownschool.com  

• Religious conflict and the Church in England essay (Activity 2) 

seh@churchdownschool.com  
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