A Level Geography

Transition Work
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Welcome to Geoqgraphy!

“The study of geography is about more than just memorising
places on a map. It is about understanding the complexities of the
world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exist across
continents. And in the end, it is about using all that knowledge to
help bridge divides and bring people together.”

Barack Obama

Welcome! It is fantastic that you are planning to take Geography A Level in
September. During the course you will explore a variety of geographical themes
that have shaped the surface of our Earth, be it in the natural world or how we as
humans interact. The great thing about A Level is that we’ll delve into issues in a
lot more detail than GCSE.

The following transition tasks are designed to put you in a great starting point
for A Level study. They hopefully will also grab your interest in terms of the

concepts we study and what is going on in the world around you!

Tasks to complete:

Page: | Task: Complete?
. Tectonics research tasks (1.5 hours)
35 Globalisation notes and essay (1.5 hours)

Optional further reading:
6-7 | Outline three things you found out about via the links and/or your own
research! Bring them to discuss in our initial lessons. ©

Please ensure you complete and bring this work to your first Geography
lesson in September!

If you have any questions or need any help please email Mrs Twomey-
AAT@churchdownschool.com



mailto:AAT@churchdownschool.com

Task 1: Tectonics research

Tectonic processes and hazards are not something covered in GCSE but it should
be a topic that you will recall from lower down the school. Please follow the
instructions below to better understand how volcanoes, earthquakes and
tsunamis pose a serious hazard in many parts of the world.

You are expected to use your initiative and organise your answers in a clear and
organised manner (titles, sub-titles, etc.). Please do not copy and paste. Record
the names of websites/resources you use (see task 5) and if you are unable to
draw and scan/photograph your diagrams, please ensure any versions you find
online are simple and clear enough to read!

1. Draw a diagram to show the structure of the Earth and the main layers.
Describe the characteristics of each layer.

2. What s a tectonic plate? What is the difference between continental and
oceanic tectonic plates?

3. Draw four diagrams to show the four main tectonic plate boundaries.
Describe and explain the processes and hazards (volcanoes? earthquakes?
tsunamis?) associated with each:

Destructive (convergent) plate boundary

Constructive (divergent) plate boundary

Collision (convergent) plate boundary

Transform (conservative) plate boundary

4. Create a case study for an earthquake or volcanic eruption of your choice
(more recent the better!). Include:
e Background and causes
e The impacts on people
e How people and authorities responded

5. List all the websites, books, etc. that you have used to find out
information. What were the strengths and weaknesses of these as sources
of information? You could make notes in a table for this.

This work should take no longer than 1.5 hours.




Task 2: Globalisation notes and essay

Globalisation is an important concept that runs through all of Human Geography
and A Level is no different. However, you are starting your A Level studies in the
years following a global pandemic as well as many other forces challenging the
ever-increasing connections across the global economy and society.

Please complete the following tasks to better understand the concept of
Globalisation (something you have covered at GCSE)

1. Read the article ‘Globalisation: what are the causes’ on the following
pages. Ensure you understand the key terminology discussed (a glossary
is provided) and look up on any you are not sure about. (A pdf can be
emailed to you if you have any issues reading this scanned version!)
With this knowledge, answer the four questions at the end of the
scanned sheet in full.

2. Watch the following YouTube video Why Some Countries Are Thriving
Amid Globalization's Decline . I suggest watching it all the way through
then again to make notes on how countries are connected or not
because of globalisation (do not worry if you don’t understand
everything!).

3. Write a 500-word (guide) essay to answer the following question:

Are all countries connected because of
globalisation?

Use your notes and answers from above to structure your essay in four
paragraphs:

e Introduction - what is globalisation and what has happened in
recent years?

e Main arguments - at least a paragraph each to explain why
globalisation does connect countries (PEE) and a counterargument
suggesting how globalisation does not connect all countries (PEE).
Use real examples and evidence (facts/statistics) to support both
arguments.

e Conclusion - make a decision about whether you think
globalisation does connect all countries. Quote key evidence to
help justify this.

This work should take no longer than 1.5 hours.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttaaMw8wAy0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttaaMw8wAy0

() making the grade building on the basics

Globalisation &=+
What are the causes?

Globalisation is much talked about, but what does it mean, and
what drives it? Here Emma West explains the basic causes
of globalisation and provides some tips for answering exam

questions on this topic

hat is globalisation? There is no
single accepted meaning, but the
following definition from the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) is a
useful starting point:

‘The process through which an
increasingly free flow of ideas, people,
goods, services and capital leads to
the integration of economies and
societies. ’

This definition is not too long to quote in
an examination and it covers three significant
elements of globalisation:

» Itis a process: ‘something that happens'.
» Itis a dynamic situation that is evolving,
» It has outcomes. These are characterised
by greater integration of places and people in
both economic and social terms.

The players in globalisation
Trade blocs

Trade blocs are groupings of countries.
Examples of such blocs are the European
Union (EU), the North American Free Trade
Area (NAFTA) and the Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN). Countries
within a bloc reach agreements which reduce
taxes, tariffs and quotas in trading between

update on trading blocs.

them. This allows much freer trade within
the blocs and deepens integration between
member states. Figure 1 shows the world’s
main trading blocs.

The World Trade Organization
(WTO)

The WTO has 157 member countries. Its aim
is to reduce trade barriers within and between
trade blocs and to enforce agreed rules about
trading arrangements. Agreement about trade
between the blocs has not always been smooth
and negotiations are still going on following
the Doha Round of talks which started in
2001.

All nations wish to expand their markets
overseas, but they want to protect themselves
from competition in their own markets.
They tend to see the ‘walls’ of their trade
bloc as a way to defend themselves from
competition. This is particularly evident in
the way NAFTA and the EU restrict certain
agricultural imports, such as sugar, in order
to protect their own farmers. Despite this
protectionism, the WTO has enabled more
trade between blocs to occur and it is a key
player in determining the terms of trade and
thus enhancing globalisation.
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Figure 1 Map showing the main

rading blocs
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The Geography A Level course and further reading/links

We study the Edexcel A Level specification, which can be found here:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications /edexcel-a-
levels/geography-2016.html

The text book we primarily use during Year 12 %fﬁg\ii% S
is ‘Edexcel AS/A Level Geography: Book 1’, BB AS A IeTel

published by Pearson (ISBN 978- eograp
1292139623). It can be easily purchased N
online (and 2n4 hand!) from various websites, - <
but please let me know if this is an issue.

hy

_—wag

There is a second textbook we use for the Year
13 topics along with some excellent revision
guides/resources that can be discussed and
purchased later.

The physical and human topics we cover are:

Tectonic Processes and Hazards Globalisation

Coastal Landscapes and Change Regenerating Places

The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity | Superpowers

The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security | Health, Human Rights and
Intervention

Current affairs and the news are full of Geography day in day out. What we study
will change constantly so we always recommend students to follow/subscribe to
news outlets such as the BBC or the Guardian which have specific sections on the
environment, etc. In addition, there is an abundance of films, books,
documentaries, social media handles, websites, YouTube channels, dramas and
some incredible immersive online experiences that will help you to explore the
world of Geography.

Browse the links below...

Story maps, online GIS that helps you to explore a variety of topics and issues:
https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/products/arcgis-storymaps/stories/

Online tours of famous landmarks:
https://artsandculture.google.com /project/street-view

‘Time for Geography’: https://timeforgeography.co.uk/

GEO - Geography Education Online: https://geographyeducationonline.org/

Can’t go wrong with the articles and images in National Geographic:
https://www.nationalgeographic.com

The New Internationalist, looking at global and social issues: https://newint.org/



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/products/arcgis-storymaps/stories/
https://artsandculture.google.com/project/street-view
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/
https://geographyeducationonline.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://newint.org/

NASA'’s Earth Observatory: https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/

Everything weather and climate related: https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/

Discover more about geology and the world below our feet at the British
Geological Survey (BGS) website https://www.bgs.ac.uk/ and in particular their
‘Geology of Britain viewer’:
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain /viewer.html

Want to learn more? Info about Geography at university and also A Level
recommended reading/books according to topic (scroll down for
human/physical reading lists): https: //www.geography.org.uk/Student-
guidance. You can also become a member.

You can also learn more about the world, expeditions and a host of opportunities
for young people at the Royal Geographical Society: https://www.rgs.org/. You
can also become a member.

Maps, glorious maps can be explored in a variety of ways; obviously Google Maps
and Google Earth we use day in day out but here are some other useful sites:

e We are subscribed to Digimaps for Schools and you can log on at
https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk using the username GL32RB and
password cronds0852

e Similarly this is free to explore the UK also:
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/

Still want more?! This is a specific link to how you can prepare further for A
Level Geography - https://www.geography.org.uk/Preparing-for-A-level-

geography
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