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Year 11 Transition Pack

Welcome to A Level Sociology! This |oo\ck is designed to introduce you to kej

sociological concepts, thinkers, and themes that will form the foundation of

your studies. Comlole’ce these activities ino(eloenolen’clj. You do not need prior

knowledge - just curiosity and a willingness to think critically.
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To comple’ce this work, you will need to create your own

word document - please clearly label each task

Task 1: What is Sociologg? (15 minutes)
Objective: Understand the basic definition and purpose of sociology.

"Sociology is the study of society, social institutions, and how individuals interact within these structures.

It explores issues such as identity, power, inequality, and social change."
e Write a short response (around 150-200 words): In your own words, what is sociology and why do

you think it is important in ‘today’s world?”

Task 2: Key Sociological Concepts (20 mins)

Objective: Familiarise yourself with important foundational terms.

e Find the correct definition and write them in your own words for the following terms:

- Norms

- Values

- Culture

- Socialisation
- Status

- Role

- Identity

- Institutions

[ 4

Task 3: The Big Theories (1 hour) . . -
or edchn, include

Objective: Introduce the main theoretical perspectives in

- Key idea(s)

-A founo(ing thinker (e.g.,
Durkheim, Mary)

-A s'trengﬂ'\ and a criticism

- An example from modern
society

sociologj.

® Research and create o one-page summary (bullet points

or mind map) covering the following theories:

a. Functionalism

b. Marxism

c. Feminism

d. Interactionism aka Social Action theory



Task 4: Family Case Study (1 hour)

Objective: Apply sociological thinking to a key topic: the family.

Read or watch a short documentary (you could choose one from YouTube such as “The Changing

“How has the structure of the family changed in the last 50 years, and what might explain these

[ ]
Family” or a short BBC Bitesize video).
Then write a 250-word answer to the question:
cl'\omges?"
[ ]

experience of family life to yours.

Task 5: Education and inequality (30 mins)

Optional extension: Interview a family member from a different generation and compare their

Objective: Explore how education reflects wider inequalities.

Task 6: Extended Application Task -

Sociological Analysis Essay (1 hour)
Objective: /-\lo[ol_uj key concepts and theories

to o\no\lgse a contemporary issue,

demonstmting your unoiers‘tomding, effort,

dand oieveloloing essay-writing skills.

e Write dn extended answer (400-
500 words) to the following

ques‘tion:
“How do sociologists exlolo\in the

cduses dnd consequences of social

inequalitg in the UK?"

Research what sociologists mean b:, “educational inequalitj”.

Define: meritocracy, cultural capital, hidden curriculum
Answer the question (200-300 words) “To what extent is the UK education system fair?”

Your dnswer shoud:

- Refer to at least two sociological Perspectives (e
Marxism, Functionalism, Feminism). 4
- Use at least three key concepts from the earlier
tasks (e.g., socialisation, status,).

- Include examples (these can be from education
Folmily, crime, media, etc. ). |

- Show clear structure (introduction, main points

conclusion).

- Be written formally and .
dccuracy. J proofread for clarity and




Task 7: Wider exploration and reflection (30 minutes)

Objective: Introduce sociologico\l ‘tkinking ’Chrougk dccessible, real-world material.

Instructions:
A. Choose one of the following to read/watch/listen to:

- “Chavs: The Demonization of the Working Class” by Owen Jones (extracts or summavries available
online)

- A documentary such as “Educating Yorkshire” or “Panorama: Has Covid widened the education gap?”

- A sociology-themed podcast like BBC's Thinking Allowed (e.g., “Class and Social Mobility” episodes)

B. Reflection Task (200 words):
Summadrise what you learned and exlolain how the material links to one or more sociologico\l ideas or

concepts you've explored in this transition pack.



ONCE A SOCIOLOGIST, ALWAYS A soCloLoGIST!

The following are suggestions, they are not compulsory, but we would love for you

to engage in any that you find interesting.

The Sunday Times Bestseller

Natives

CHAVS

THE DEMONIZATION OF
THE WORKING CLASS Race & Class in the

Ruins of Empire

1S FAILING WOMEN

Akdla

How BRITISH JUSTICE ‘

| HELENA KENNEDY
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Reni Eddo-Lodge
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www.theguardian.com/education/sociology

www.sociologjso\l.blogs!oo‘t.com

www.n_u,rtimes.com/topic/subject/sociol095

www.gendersocietg.woro(!oress.com

www.‘tutorZu.ne‘t/sociolo%/blog

www.creo\’civesociolo%.blogs!oot.com

www.nortonbooks.’cg!oe!oo\d.com/evergo(agso

ciologg/

www.sociologglens.ne‘t
www.blogs.lse.olc.uk/im!oacto{:socialsciences/

www.soc.wo\sking’con.eo{u/news

MUHAT IF ALL BOYS VERE CREATED EQUALR NETFLIX

e WA DIERNAY nnnAVA DWERNAV

www.anchor.fm/allsociology

www.meo\suremo(io.lilosgn.com/!ooo(colst

www.socio\lsciencespo\ce.com/o\utkor/soci

alsciencebites

www.thesocialbreakdown.com

www.soumo(clouo{.com/thesociologico\lreview

www.bbc.co.uk/!orogrammes/bOObqg 05

www.anchor.fm/digital-sociology-podcast

www.bbc.co.uk/progro\mmes/’co!oics/Socio

logu of culture
J I M
Black Mirror

www.cIr\o\nne|4.com/!orogro\mmes/o(is!oolf

Poor Kids: Life on the Breddline (Child Poverty

DOCumenfo\rg) | Real Stories
www.’ceo(.com/’collks?topics%SB%5D=socio|095

BBC Panorama

ches
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http://www.anchor.fm/allsociology
http://www.measureradio.libsyn.com/podcast
http://www.socialsciencespace.com/author/socialsciencebites
http://www.socialsciencespace.com/author/socialsciencebites
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